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Many	email	servers	refuse	to	accept	email	attachments	over	a	certain	size.	While	attachment	sizes	haven’t	kept	up	with	the	times,	there	are	other	easy	ways	to	send	someone	large	files	over	email.	Even	if	you’re	using	a	modern,	online	email	client,	message	size	is	limited.	Gmail,	for	example,	allows	messages	to	be	up	to	25	MB,	including	the	message’s
text	and	any	attachments.	Outlook.com	allows	only	10	MB.	When	sending	messages	over	these	services,	they	will		automatically	give	you	a	helping	hand	and	suggest	alternatives—such	as	using	Google	drive	for	Gmail	attachments	and	OneDrive	for	Outlook.com.	That’s	handy,	of	course,	but	if	you’re	using	a	desktop	email	client	or	another	service,	you
may	need	to	know	about	these	tricks	yourself.	What’s	the	Maximum	Size	of	an	Email	Attachment?	In	theory,	there’s	no	limit	to	the	amount	of	data	you	can	attach	to	an	email.	Email	standards	don’t	specify	any	sort	of	size	limit.	In	practice,	most	email	servers—and	some	email	clients—enforce	their	own	size	limits.	In	general,	when	attaching	files	to	an
email,	you	can	be	reasonably	sure	that	up	to	10MB	of	attachments	are	okay.	Some	email	servers	may	have	smaller	limits,	but	10MB	is	generally	the	standard.	Gmail	allows	you	to	attach	up	to	25MB	to	a	single	email,	but	this	is	only	guaranteed	to	work	if	you’re	emailing	other	Gmail	users.	As	soon	as	the	email	leaves	Gmail’s	servers,	it	could	be	rejected
by	another	email	server.	Many	servers	are	configured	to	not	accept	more	than	10MB	of	attachments.	RELATED:	How	Does	Email	Work?	It’s	not	even	as	simple	as	looking	at	the	maximum	attachment	size	of	the	service	you	use	and	the	service	you’re	emailing—emails	often	travel	over	several	mail	transfer	agents	when	they’re	sent,	so	you	may	have
your	attachment	rejected	by	a	server	along	the	way	if	you	attach	too	much	data.	You	should	also	bear	in	mind	that	email	attachments	are	generally	MIME	encoded,	which	increases	their	size	by	about	33%.	So	10MB	of	files	on	your	disk	will	become	about	13MB	of	data	when	attached	to	an	email.	Use	a	Cloud	Storage	Service	By	far,	your	simplest
option	is	to	store	files	you	want	to	share	on	a	cloud	storage	service	like	Dropbox,	Google	Drive,	or	OneDrive.	You	can	then	share	the	file	with	someone	and	inform	them	via	email	that	you	have	done	so.	They	can	then	click	a	link	and	download	the	file	directly	to	their	computer.	If	you	use	Gmail	or	Outlook.com,	you’ll	find	that	Google	and	Microsoft	have
integrated	Google	Drive	and	OneDrive	into	their	respective	email	services.	Just	click	the	Google	Drive	or	SkyDrive	button	when	sending	an	email	and	you’ll	be	able	to	share	a	file	via	email.	Gmail	and	Outlook	will	walk	you	through	choosing	a	file	that	already	exists	in	your	cloud	storage	drive	or	uploading	a	new	file.	If	you	use	something	like	Dropbox,
you	can	share	the	file	from	the	cloud	storage	service’s	website.	For	example,	right-click	a	file	on	Dropbox’s	website	and	select	Share	link	if	you	use	Dropbox.	If	you	have	the	Dropbox	app	installed	on	your	computer,	you	can	also	right-click	any	file	in	your	Dropbox	folder	and	you’ll	see	a	“Share”	command	there,	as	well.	This	is	the	option	many	email
providers	are	pushing	us	towards—if	you	try	to	attach	a	large	file	in	Gmail	or	Outlook.com,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	upload	it	to	Google	Drive	or	SkyDrive	first.	Create	and	Send	Multi-Part	Archives	RELATED:	How	to	Upload	Really	Large	Files	to	SkyDrive,	Dropbox,	or	Email	If	you’re	looking	for	a	more	traditional,	do-it-yourself	method,	you	can	split	your
file	up	into	smaller	parts.	For	example,	if	you	had	a	50MB	file	you	wanted	to	email—or	even	a	collection	of	large	files—you	could	use	a	file	compression	program	like	7-Zip	to	create	an	archive,	and	then	split	the	archive	into	five	10MB	pieces.	After	splitting	the	archive,	you	can	then	attach	all	the	separated	pieces	to	separate	emails.	The	recipient	will
need	to	download	each	attachment,	and	then	use	a	file	extraction	program	to	extract	the	larger,	complete	file	from	the	separate	archives.	While	it	can	be	a	bit	cumbersome,	this	traditional	method	still	works	as	well	as	it	always	did.	Some	recipients	might	be	confused	by	the	separate	attachments—or	at	least	won’t	enjoy	jumping	through	hoops	to
reassemble	them.	If	you’re	not	sure	whether	your	recipient	will	know	how	to	do	this,	it’s	probably	better	to	choose	an	easier	method.	Use	a	Large-File	Sending	Service	To	help	answer	the	large	attachment	problems,	a	number	of	file-sending	services	have	sprung	up	online	over	the	years.	These	services	let	you	upload	a	file,	and	then	give	you	a	link	to
your	upload.	You	can	then	paste	that	link	into	an	email	and	the	recipient	can	click	the	link	and	download	the	file.	RELATED:	The	Best	Free	Programs	and	Online	Services	for	Sending	and	Sharing	Large	Files	Of	course,	these	services	have	to	make	money	somehow.	They	may	do	that	by	displaying	ads,	limiting	the	maximum	file	size	available	to	free
users,	or	demanding	a	subscription	fee.	We’ve	covered	many	of	these	online	services	for	sending	and	sharing	large	files	before.	And	note	that	when	you	use	an	online	service,	you’re	entrusting	it	with	your	files.	That	may	be	okay	if	your	files	aren’t	particularly	sensitive,	but	you’ll	probably	want	to	shy	away	from	uploading	sensitive	data	to	a	free
service	you	haven’t	heard	of	before.	Of	course,	you	could	encrypt	the	files	before	uploading	them	—	but	that	would	add	additional	hassle	for	the	recipient,	too.	These	file-sending	services	work	fine,	so	long	as	you’re	okay	with	whatever	ads	or	limitations	exist,	and	you	understand	the	risks—especially	with	sensitive	files.	However,	we	typically
recommend	just	using	a	cloud	storage	service	instead.	If	you've	ever	been	frustrated	when	attempting	to	send	large	files	(such	as	an	entire	movie	you	made	or	the	latest	batch	of	holiday	photos)	via	email,	consider	trying	a	large	file	transfer	service.	With	it,	you	can	send	huge	files,	including	those	that	are	gigabytes	in	size	and	way	too	big	to	be	sent	as
email	attachments.	These	large	file	transfer	services	and	tools	make	sending	huge	files	easy,	fast,	and	secure.	They	all	work	in	a	similar	manner,	although	their	features	vary.	The	following	list	includes	some	of	the	best	services	available	for	sending	large	files.	SendThisFile	enables	you	to	send	files	for	free	with	limited	speed	and	a	six-day	pick-up	limit.
Paid	accounts	offer	other	features	and	are	used	to	send	and	receive	large	files	in	a	branded	manner	through	a	website,	for	example,	or	using	an	Outlook	plug-in.	SendThisFile	incorporates	secure	transfer	and	storage	using	AES-256	encryption	but	provides	no	virus	scanning.	Just	upload	your	file	to	the	website	and	provide	your	recipient's	email
address.	As	soon	as	the	upload	completes,	SendThisFile	sends	an	email	to	your	recipient	with	instructions	on	how	to	access	it.	Only	the	recipient	you	specify	can	download	the	file.		A	free	version	of	Filemail	enables	you	to	send	files	of	up	to	50	GB.	Recipients	can	download	in	a	browser	or	via	FTP	and	BitTorrent.	Paid	Filemail	accounts	add	features
such	no	size	limit	on	sent	files,	Outlook	add-ons,	password	protection,	and	a	branded	site	that	allows	others	to	send	you	files.	When	you	send	a	file	using	this	service,	it's	uploaded	to	Filemail's	cloud	storage.	You	supply	an	email	address	and	message	and	your	recipient	is	notified	and	instructed	on	how	to	download	it.	The	service	offers	delivery
tracking	and	works	on	all	platforms	and	web	servers.	DropSend	enables	you	to	easily	send	files	of	up	to	4	GB	for	free	(8	GB	with	a	paid	account)	to	any	email	address.	First,	you	provide	email	information	on	the	website.	Then,	you	select	the	file	or	files	to	transfer.	The	recipient	is	notified	by	email	when	the	files	are	ready	for	download.	DropSend
imposes	monthly	limits	for	sending	large	files.	Free	accounts	include	five	sends	per	month,	while	paid	accounts	allow	up	to	45.	DropSend	uses	256-bit	AES	security	to	keep	your	files	secure.	The	service	is	ideal	for	sending	big	files	to	clients	or	for	backing	up	your	files	online.	WeTransfer	Pro	is	a	simple	and	stylishly	attractive	means	of	sending	files	via
email	of	up	to	20	GB	(for	paid	accounts).	Store	up	to	100	GB	on	the	company's	server	and	personalize	the	experience	by	selecting	your	background	images.	You	have	the	option	to	password-protect	your	transfers	for	additional	security.	Your	files	aren't	automatically	deleted,	and	you	can	view	and	manage	them	from	the	website	or	app.	TransferNow	is
available	as	a	free	or	paid	premium	service.	You	can	upload	files	up	to	4	GB	with	the	free	version	or	up	to	20	GB	with	the	Premium	one	in	a	no-frills	manner.	Downloads	are	available	for	seven	(free)	or	30	(premium)	days.	You	receive	an	email	48	hours	before	the	files	expire	with	information	regarding	who	downloaded	them.	You	can	protect	your
large-file	transfers	with	a	password,	but	free	TransferNow	offers	few	additional	features.	MailBigFile	is	a	fast	and	simple	service	that	allows	you	to	send	large	files	of	up	to	2	GB	for	free.	Paid,	professional	versions	allow	for	larger	files	of	up	to	20	GB	and	more	downloads	per	file,	as	well	as	secure	connections,	file	tracking,	and	apps.	For	paid	accounts,
files	are	transferred	using	128-bit	SSL	encryption	and	stored	using	256-bit	AES	encryption.	This	service	makes	it	easy	to	deliver	large	files	(up	to	30	MB	for	free	accounts	and	up	to	20	GB	for	paid	accounts)	to	recipients.	The	files	can	be	protected	with	a	password	for	additional	security.	Files	sent	through	TransferBigFiles	are	available	to	be
downloaded	by	the	recipient	for	five	days	with	the	free	version	and	indefinitely	when	you	pay	for	the	upgrade.	You're	notified	when	recipients	download	your	files.	You	can	also	use	TransferBigFiles	to	send	full-quality,	non-compressed	videos	from	your	smartphone	or	to	store	files	in	the	cloud	indefinitely.	Most	email	services	include	a	way	to	send
large	files	via	a	cloud	service.	This	method	is	convenient	and	often	not	much	different	from	sending	a	file	as	a	standard	email	attachment:	​Gmail:	sends	files	up	to	10	GB	using	Google	Drive.	iCloud	Mail:	sends	files	up	to	5	GB	with	Maildrop	turned	on	using	iCloud	Drive.	Outlook	Mail	on	the	web:	sends	files	of	up	to	10	GB	using	OneDrive.	Yahoo	Mail:
sends	files	of	up	to	5	TB	using	Google	Drive	(with	Dropbox	integration	also	available).	Zoho	Mail:	sends	files	up	to	your	Zoho	Docs	file	size	limit	(with	Google	Drive,	Dropbox,	and	other	services	also	available).	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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